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1 11 PRESCRIBED BURNING DESTROYS 
BIODIVERSITY

“The 
department uses prescribed burning to maintain 
biodiversity ….
management tool to maintain and enhance the 
natural environment.”  Managing 

“This will enable us to 
both reduce fuels to provide some protection to 
communities, but also to ensure that our prescribed 
burning program is not harmful to plants and animals, 

³
PRESCRIBED BURNS KILLS UNKNOWN NUMBERS OF 
PLANTS AND ANIMALS, INCLUDING THREATENED 
SPECIES.
The Minister for Environment through Section 40 of 
the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 gives DBCA 
permission to kill threatened species during in its 
prescribed burns.

prescribed burning in 2023-2024 for the purpose of 
biodiversity management

• “Where prescribed burning impacts restricted, 
discontinuous or rare habitats, there is a high 

probability of species loss and irreversible changes 
to biodiversity.”

• “The number of animals impacted across south-

high – conservatively in the tens of thousands of 
individuals.”

• “ ...prescribed burning is unequivocally resulting in 
reductions to biodiversity values.”

mammals, reptiles, and birds in areas where 

 

Species Recovery time (years) Status
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9:

PRESCRIBED BURNS ARE TOO FREQUENT TO 
MAINTAIN BIODIVERSITY OR MAINTAIN AND 
ENHANCE THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT. 
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MANY PRESCRIBED BURNS ARE TOO BIG, TOO 
INDISCRIMINATE OR TOO SEVERE TO MAINTAIN 
BIODIVERSITY OR MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE THE 
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT.  

Icon to Ashes.11

Icon to Ashes 11

DBCA IGNITES MOST PRESCRIBED 
BURNS IN SPRING, THE 
WORST TIME OF YEAR FOR 
ECOSYSTEMS AND THE NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT.

PRESCRIBED BURNS DAMAGE TREES, CAUSING THEM 
TO COLLAPSE.

et al
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PRESCRIBED BURNS DAMAGE ECOSYSTEMS AND 
MAKE THEM LESS RESILIENT TO WILDFIRE. 

et al  

  

PRESCRIBED BURNING IS DRIVING SOME PLANT 
SPECIES TO EXTINCTION.

biodiversity 
conservation History of Fire in 
Western Australia Many plants and 

certain times of the year for their persistence.”

et al
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OVER THE PAST 25 YEARS THERE HAS BEEN A 
DECREASE IN BIODIVERSITY.18 

Evidence for Prescribed Burning We’ve 
been monitoring biodiversity across our south-west 
forests for some 40–50 years and we have yet to 
detect any decrease in biodiversity

 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
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B. montana
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THE CURRENT PRESCRIBED BURNING REGIME IS 
RELATIVELY INEFFECTIVE IN ITS MAIN PURPOSE OF 
PROTECTING PEOPLE AND THEIR ASSETS

 

DBCA DEPICTS ITS PRESCRIBED BURNING PROGRAM 
AS SIMILAR TO BURNING BY INDIGENOUS PEOPLES.

We can’t control the weather, but we can manage the 

DBCA DOES NOT COMPLY WITH THE CONSERVATION 
AND PARKS COMMISSION DOCUMENT, POSITION 
STATEMENT: PRESCRIBED BURNING ON VESTED 
LANDS  

protect 

niches, including riparian zones, aquatic ecosystems, 
and peat wetlands.” 

do this by prescribed burning, pretty much the same 
way as Aboriginal people managed the bushland for 
thousands of years.”
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